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Because of you, we are happy to celebrate another year of fantastic work with the
community! We are grateful to all of the students, parents, activists, and stakeholders with
whom we had the pleasure of working with.
We kicked off this year with our 1980's themed arts fundraiser in January and were
appreciative of those who came out and learned about our services. This also marked our
first fundraising event for the organization which was lead by our board member Samantha
Dutto Pierre.
We also achieved and exceeded many organizational goals including maintaining our
program College Prep & Connect Clinic by providing more than our 5 workshops.
Additionally, we successfully committed to our annual call to action, Education Advocacy
Awareness month. We were able to gain a new audience with our online campaign and have
added new members who are committed to being apart of our campaign throughout the year
and beyond just the designated month.
Although Community Empowerment Foundation, Inc. is still fairly new we have been
successful in following our mission of educating, advocating and empowering individuals
with our commitment of ongoing community engagement and programming.
Our board introduced our new member Tyvon Chisum this year whose background is in
higher education and human resource management. This has further diversified our team
and will continue to help us achieve our goals for greater community engagement, additional
partnership building and long lasting relationships that will help us reach a greater audience
of those in need.

"My superpower as a
change agent is to know
when to take deep
breaths"
- Danielle A. Stewart, Ed.D,
Founder/President
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COLLEGE PREP & CONNECT CLINIC
College Prep & Connect Clinic commemorated its third year in 2019 by continuing to
provide parents and students with easily accessible college prep resources and advice.
We celebrated new partnerships with local businesses and organizers including the Black
McDonalds Operators Association and their Wheels of Dreams Youth Foundation
Program. Our collaborative partners also included T-mobile, Lotus Wellness Clinic, and
Police Athletic League of Dekalb.
This year we also launched College Acceptance Letter Day with local businesses to
reward college bound students with freebies and discounts if they presented their
college acceptance letters for a few hours throughout the day. We wanted to open it up
to the general public, not just to the students we worked with.
This year we also began planning for our College Prep & Connect Clinic web series to
prepare to launch in 2020.
We have also expanded our curriculum this year to include financial literacy and FAFSA
tools. We plan to have completion of our first draft of our book in 2020 accompanied by
our app demo for parents and students to access future plan, college prep and career
advice support.
March 19, 2019- Sigma Gamma Rho- Youth Symposium- Onsite College Prep support for
students and parents. 30 participants
May 4, 2019- College Prep workshop for Clayton Co. teens at the Lotus Wellness ClinicHow to get started. 7 attendees
May 8, 2019- 4pm-6pm- BMOA Wheels of Dreams College Prep Scholarship workshopHow to apply for scholarships and what scholarships are available. 10 attendees (see
page 4)
May 8, 2019- 7pm-8pm- BMOA Wheels of Dreams College Prep Scholarship workshop.
How to apply for scholarships and what scholarships are available. 15 attendees
June 9, 2019- College Acceptance Letter Day- We launched our first College Acceptance
Letter day to celebrate and reward college bound students along with business partners
including: Primetime Barbershop for free haircuts, T-mobile for free accessories,
Domino's Pizza for free pizza, and Lotus Wellness Clinic for discounted health exams.
Official recipients not known.
June 29, 2019- Lotus Wellness Clinic's back to school bash- College Prep Q & A and
session sign up- 40 participants. Donated 2 college prep workshops to attendees
September 28, 2019-Heart of South Dekalb Community Engagement Event- Onsite
college prep workshops and sign up for scholarship and financial support 50 attendees.
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College Prep FAFSA Workshop

EDUCATION ADVOCACY
AWARENESS MONTH
This year our goal was to increase our online engagement in order to reach a greater and
more diverse audience which included those of different professions, ages and ethnicities.
Community Empowerment Foundation board members Candice Wilson-McCain,
Samantha Dutto Pierre and Tyvon Chisum gave instructions on ways that people can
advocate. Additionally, they each shared video testimonies of issues they were passionate
about such as financial literacy for parents and students, girls and math and stem and
more. They also shared about the work they were personally doing including program
design and community engagement. We celebrated for thirty-one days by sharing how
people advocate, who people are advocating for and what were some of the topics of
discussion that the community wanted to engage in regarding topics of education. This
year we also spotlighted 5 people who displayed strong advocacy and leadership qualities
in the work that they continue to do. Those recipients were: Madameq Shakir, of WD
Muhammed School, Daarina Abdul-Mateen, Counselor of Cedar Grove High School,
Alstenia Smith-Sellers, Coordinator of Gavel Club of Dekalb, Kia Harapo, Parent, Educator
and Jason Allen, Chair of Lillie's Foundation.
September 28, 2019- Heart of South Dekalb Community Engagement Event- Introduced
Education Advocacy Awareness month and how to get involved/ 50 attendees
October week 1: Kick off and virtual session facilitated by Danielle Stewart: Topic: What
does it mean to advocate for education. 30 virtual attendees
Discussion of the week:
October week 2: Topic: Nonprofits, education and advocacy. Virtual session facilitated by
Candice Wilson-McCain - Why she advocates for girls and math. 25 virtual attendees.
Discussion of the week:
October week 3: Topic: Financial literacy and empowerment for students and parents.
Virtual session facilitated by Samantha Dutto Pierre. 20 virtual attendees
Group discussions: Our social media platform allowed for us to engage daily and more
frequently with our weekly topics. We support 145 group members throughout the year
and they also help us provide interactive discussion topics.
Discussion 1: Timing in pursuing the cause you're passionate about/ 41 group members
engaged
Discussion 2: Defining the value of advocacy work/ 34 group members engaged
Discussion 3: How to find and maintain the passion for advocacy work
Discussion 4: Understanding your connection to the community you want to help change/
26 group members engaged
Discussion 5: How to advocate for communities that resist change/ 31 group members
engaged
Discussion 6: How to define partnerships and community engagement with advocacy/ 36
group members engaged
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