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YEAR END REVIEW
Because of you, we are celebrating the amazing amount of work that we are privileged to do consistently in
the community!
This year we were awarded the grants and donations that allowed us to continue to build out our programs
and to expand our clientele base. Geographically, expanding beyond South West Dekalb, the city of Decatur,
Atlanta, Gwinnett and outside of the state of Georgia!
We also expanded the services that we offered in the areas of college prep and education advocacy in an
effort to continue our research and program development in order to ensure that our services evolve with
needs of parents and students.
Our partnership with In School Spirit, LLC continues to allow us to access relevant survey instruments that
support the data which must be collected in order for us to evaluate our work. Additionally, this supplies us
with the feedback necessary to continue to design programs that are intentional in "innovatively" reaching
individuals and further nurturing our relationships within the community.
This year, we were excited to expand our list of partners and supporters throughout and beyond the state of
Georgia. Including, the Lillie's Foundation, and leader/advocate Jason Allen, to fulfill the work we
collaborated on with Ivy Preparatory Academy, in the areas of college prep, community engagement and
grandparent support services. Additionally, we are also excited to announce the work we have begun and
will continue to further launch with P.A.L. PLUS T.O.L.B. organization and founder/advocate, Veronica
Carew in the areas of education advocacy awareness and People for Police Athletic League program.
We are growing and learning as we continue to grow in numbers and as an establishment, our goal is
to assess the areas for growth and need for ourselves and those we service. We will share our data
report and findings of 2018 in our upcoming issue.

Not f o o r Fo n
Slowly accepting the realization that change does not always happen overnight, oftentimes the
challenge is knowing if you have done enough to show that you care and that your sincerity is evident.
What I have learned as a leader is that evidence will eventually present itself.

"Evidence of positive impact is
when those who you once
advocated for become your
advocates. It's worth this moment
right here."
-Danielle A. Stewart, Ed.D, Founder

Take a look at where we have been...
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College Prep FAFSA Workshop

COLLEGE PREP & CONNECT CLINIC

College Prep & Connect Clinic is celebrating its second year in giving back to parents and students who are
in need of additional college prep support beyond school walls. Through our amazing team and partners,
we are able to bring innovative college prep support workshops to families which are conveniently
located, and are as frequently as so desired. Our goal for this year was to continue to maximize our
visibility in areas where we could be of most service. Therefore, we not only facilitated workshops on a
smaller scale but partnered with community wide events to offer onsite college prep counseling to answer
everything from basic college prep questions to financial based topics as well.

"Sometimes it's just enough to know there are people in
the community who care to give extra support & can
answer my "simple" questions. - Parent
College Prep & Connect Clinic is motivated to engage with individuals who will share with us what type of
support they desire so that we can give them exactly what they need. A mom of a rising 12th grader shared,
"I am a single parent who works full time. Sometimes it's just comforting enough to know that there are
people in the community who care to give extra support and can answer my simple questions." Customers
like this is why we implemented the "wish list" approach in order to engage in conversation with our
audience first and to deliver specific services and resources.
March 10, 2018- Eta Signa Youth Symposium- Free All Day Onsite College Prep & Connect Clinic Q & A
multiple sessions/ 250 attendees
March 24, 2018-Pizza Hut presents...TRANSITIONS AND DECISIONS WORKSHOP Part 1-For student
employees and general public to learn how to make sound decisions for the future and how to
transition from high school to college (real world)/ 12 attendees
May 19, 2018- 1st FREE, FAMILY, FRIENDLY, FINANCIAL AID AND FAFSA- FAFSA/ Financial Aid
workshop at Downtown Decatur Library
*Provided workshop with onsite financial aid advisors/introduction of new FAFSA software with
Edquity.com/ 7 attendees
May 19, 2018- 2nd FREE, FAMILY, FRIENDLY, FINANCIAL AID AND FAFSA-FAFSA/ Financial Aid
workshop at Downtown Decatur Library
*Provided workshop with onsite financial aid advisors/introduction of new FAFSA software with
Edquity.com/ 10 attendees
May 19, 2018- Onsite College Prep Q&A- Downtown Decatur Kroger- Customers can ask College Prep
their college questions/ 20 attendees
July 7, 2018- How to Survive the Overall College Prep Process- Featured author Keith Jordan at
Exchange Park (rescheduled)
August 5, 2018- Exchange Park- Back to School Event- Free All Day Onsite College Prep Q & A
multiple sessions / 300 attendees
September 29, 2018- Heart of South DeKalb Community Event- Free All Day Onsite College Prep Q & A
sessions and featured Financial and Financial Aid workshops/1000 attendees

October 27, 2018- Southwest Dekalb High School Fall Festival- College Prep & Connect Clinic and
Wheels of Dreams Youth Foundations- Free All Day Onsite College Prep Q & A multiple sessions for
parents and students/250 attendees
To learn more, visit our website at www.communityempowermentfoundation.com

Written by Community Empowerment Foundation, Inc. Copyright 2018. All Rights Reserved. www.communityempowermentfoundation.com / Designed by: Maya Killingsworth

Education Advocacy Awareness Month Event

EDUCATION ADVOCACY AWARENESS MONTH

This year we celebrated our 2nd Education Advocacy Awareness month. Last year we introduced this
initiative to engage the community in dialogue about their concerns regarding their local school systems
and helping them to connect and network with others who could lend support. Our goal was to empower
individuals to be leaders in their own communities and to continue these conversations as well as continue
to pursue these initiatives in various ways.Every chance we had, we encouraged people to write down, on
our board, who or what they would like to advocate for (in the area of education) in order to display the
power of their voices.

"I might be too young to vote but I
learned that I'm not too young to use
my voice to advocate for myself and
others!" - Student
October 2018 we partnered with organizations, schools, leaders and other advocates locally and beyond the
state of Georgia in order to expose and increase the amount of resources that were accessible to everyone who
was in need. Through our online platforms, series of multiple events and community outreach, we were able to
connect with over 500 people who engaged in our conversations, shared their stories, promoted their programs
and who learned about how to advocate for themselves and the communities they love.
Although we committed to every day of the 31 days in October to training, educating and supporting our
participants and conducted group discussions (virtually and face-to-face), we also celebrated a host of different
groups of people who needed to be advocated for, including Grandparents raising grandchildren, Latino
Community, Black Males, Black Male Educators. Youth Empowerment, Young Girls, Literacy support, Libraries,
Young Entrepreneurs and College Prep and Financial Aid support were some of the topics for discussion, to list a
few. Our events were for the very young audience to the very mature audience, giving a platform to all those who
were passionate about sharing their wish list for quality education.
October week 1: Theme: The power of the Voices- learning the power of the 3 voices and your support system/
100 virtual discussion attendees/ 20 face-to-face attendees at Beulah Gavel Club
October week 2: Theme: Understanding the different ways to advocate- introduction on how to identify the
changes that are desired/ 100 virtual discussion attendees/ 25 face-to-face attendees at Beulah Gavel Club
October week 3:Theme: Steps toward making change- Learning how to create a plan and put it into action/ 110
virtual discussion attendees/ 15 face-to-face attendees at Beulah Gavel Club
October week 4: Theme: Educators and Advocates on self care- How to balance the work, life and passion/ 100
virtual discussion attendees/ 25 face-to-face attendees at Beulah Gavel Club
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Additional Monthly Events:
October 18, 2018-Parents Advocacy Awareness workshop presentation with Dekalb Co. Family
Engagement and Tonya Winters/ Stephenson Middle School/ 7 attendees
October 22, 2018-Grandparents Advocacy Awareness Day with Lillie's Foundation/ Ivy Prep Academy-Guest
speakers of Dekalb Co. Tonya Winters Family Engagement & Steven Quinn of GeorgiaCAN / 9 attendees including
representatives of Georgia Charter School Association
October 25, 2018- Latino Advocacy Awareness in Gwinnett education session with Veronica Carew. How to
advocate for educational resources to improve the community / 12 attendees
October 30, 2018- Young Advocates Speech-a-thon at Beulah Gavel Club- Young leaders gave speeches about
what they learned throughout the month and what they would be advocating for and awards presentation/30
attendees/7 presenters
To learn more, visit our website at www.educationadvocacyawareness.com
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